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THE DEPRAVITY OF, AMERICAN COIN- 
AGE. 


(SECOND ARTICLE. ) 


In the October number of the American Jour- 
NAL OF Numismarics, we took occasion, as seemed 
good to us, to make some severe strictures on the 
current fractional coinage of the United States. 


In that article, after considering the < art idea’ 
as exemplified in the designs for the aforesaid 
coinage, and reflecting on the implication, that it 
was not only deficient in taste, both in conception 
and execution, but that it was in fact dishonest, 
since the face of no one of the coins represented 
its actual value ; we asked the following questions: 

“ Does any one suppose that the present copper 
cent, two-cent piece, three-cent piece and five- 
cent piece are worth anything like what they pur- 
port ?”” 

“As to art, can anything more common- 
place and trivial be imagined than the design and 
inscription of any of them ?” 


“¢ If there be, as it seems there must be, a profit 
made on these pettifogging attempts at coinage, to 
whom does it accrue ?”’ etc., etc. 

The article has excited considerable attention, 
and besides the communications which have been 
made to us personally concerning it, we have 
read a number of editorial articles in various papers 
criticising and amplifying it according to the views 
and knowledge of the writers. 


Of these articles, one from the Chicago Tribune, 
while agreeing with us as regards the inartistic 
execution of the coinage in question, dissents en- 
tirely from our views as to the value of the coins. 
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The writer says of these coins, ‘ We billows 
them to fairly represent the values stated upon them.” 

Our correspondent “ M. F.” in the last number 
of the JourwaL, goes on to show that the ‘ regu- 
lar’ coinage of the country has not been debased, 
but as we did not say it had we cannot see the rel- 
evancy of the remark. 

He then states that in 1853 the Government 
found it necessary to debase or reduce the weights 
of our silver coins of the value of 50 cents and 
under but that the motive was a proper one, inas- 
much as it was intended to keep the silver coins 
thus debased from leaving the country, and to 
furnish the country with a circulating medium. 
All this has nothing at all to do with the question, 
which is simply, « Are the present fractional coins 
worth their face ?” 

M. F. says further, that “ with gold at 150 it 
would be utterly useless for the government to issue 
small coins of a standard value as a circulating me- 
dium :”—We would like to know why? 

When we were without a fractional circulating 
medium, or only possessed one of paper ; and when 
the cents were hoarded in every direction, the 
plea made by ‘government that the issue of an al- 
most valueless token as a temporary accommodation 
was a valid one. But when the government con- 
tinues year after year issuing new tokens of as little 
value without any such plea, it lays itself open to 
criticism. 

In order to cause the export or hoarding of our 
copper coinage, it would be necessary that the 
coins should be worth more than their face at the 
current market rates of their material ; it is not by 
any means necessary, however, to depreciate them 
sixty and seventy per cent. in order to avoid this 
risk. But the Chicago Tribune “ believes” these 
coins to “ fairly represent the value stated upon 
them.” We have no belief onthe subject; it is 
one of altogether too great importance for guess- 
work, and we should-hardly engage the credit of 
this paper in an assertion or an implication 
against thy government for which we had no foun- 
dation, 
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The following quotations from the acts ianig. | 
urating the present fractional coinage, give the | 
compositions and weights of the coins. Any one | 
can make the computation necessary to arrive at 
their actual value, which will be found as repre- 
sented, 

Aprit 22d, 1864. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in Cong- 
ress assembled, ‘That, from and after the passage of 
this act, the standard weight of the cent coined at 
the mint of the United States shall be forty-eight 
grains, or one-tenth of one ounce troy ; and said 
cent shall be composed of ninety-five per centum 
of copper, and five per centum of tin and zinc, in 
such proportions as shall be determined by the 
director of the mint ; and there shall be from time 
to time struck and coined at the mint a two-cent 
piece of the same composition, the standard weight 
f which shall be ninety-six grains, or one-fifth 
of one ounce troy, with no greater deviation than 
four grains to each piece of said cent and two-cent 
coins ; * * * %* * x 


(The above one-cent piece is a legal tender to the amount 
of ten cents; and the two-cent coin to the amount of twenty 
cents. } 


Marcu 3d, 1865. 

Be it enacted, &c., That, so soon as practicable 
after the passage of this act, there shall be coined 
at the mint of the United States, a three-cent 
piece, composed of copper and nickel in such pro- 
portions not exceeding twenty-five per centum of 
nickel, as shall be determined by the director of 
the mint, the standard weight of which shall be 
thirty grains, with no greater deviation than four 
grains to each piece, and the shape, mottoes, &cy 
c., &c. = 

(Legal tender to the amount of 60 cents.) 

(Note.—Sec. 6th of this Act, makes the one and two cent 
coins legal tender to the amount of four cents: and repeals 


all former legislation as to the amount of above coins as legal 


iender. ) 
7 


May 16th, 1866. 

Be it enacted, &c., That so soon as practicable 
after the passage of this act, there shall be coined 
at the mint of the United States, a five-cent piece, 
composed of copper and nickel, in such propor- 
tions, not exceeding twenty-five per centum of 
nickel, as shall be determined by the director of 
the mint, the standard weight of which shall be 
seventy-seven and sixteen-hundredths grains, with 
no greater deviation than two grains to each piece, 
&e., &c., &c. 

(Legal tender to the amount of one dollar.) 


Market Vatuzs. 
Copper (beat), 43 c. @ Ib. 
Zinc “ 13 @ 4c. ®h, 
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Old U.S. cent. contained originally 208 grs. pure 


Was afterward reduced to 178 grs. ; 
Value One-Hundreth of a Dollar. 
Present copper cent weighs 48 grs. or one-tenth 
of an oz. ; consists of 95 # cent. copper and 5 of 
zinc or tin ; Value about One-Third of a Cent. 


copper ; 


Two cent piece, weight 96 grs., or one-fifth of 
an 0z.; 95 # cent. copper, § zinc or tin ; 
Value, Seven-Tenths of a Cent. 


Three cent piece, 38 grs.; 75 # cent copper, 
25 nickel ; 
Say nickel at $2 B tb, is worth Nine-Tenthsof a Ct. 


Five cent piece, 77 gts. ; 75 # cent. copper, 
25 nickel ; Worth One Cent and a Quarter. 


The Nickel cent (so-called) of 1856-7, con- 
tained 88 parts copper and 12 parts nickel, and is 
worth about Half a Cent. 


It may be alleged that the expense of coinage 
should be taken into consideration, but against 
that argument we would state that the cost of 
coinage is made a special charge against the United 
States, and should in no wise be passed to the 
credit of these coins. 

Thus the cost of the U.S, Coinage from Jan. Ist 
1794 to June 30th 1856, was $7,659,160,42. 

The amount of the Coinage of two and three 
cent pieces in 1865, was $1,183,330.00; and du- 
ring the last fiscal year, was $1.326,834.00. The 
expenses of coinage as charged against the mint 
for the same period, amounted to $664,504. 

It will be seen by these facts and figures that 
our first charge against the government was suscep- 
tible of proof, and that if possible the case of those 
who issue this depraved coinage is worse than 
we originally represented it: we may return to 
the question again, but we hope sufficient has been 
advanced in the way of proof, to satisfy our dubious 
friends in Chicago and elsewhere. 


NUMISMATICS IN INDIANA. 


The Fort Wayne (Ind.) Daily Democrat of Nov. 
gth, gave a long and interesting description of the 
Numismatic collection of Ex-Mayor F. P. Ran- 
dall, Esq., which shows the science of Numis- 
matics is being fostered even at so great a distance 
from the great marts and centres of our country. 
The collection numbers some 2,000 specimens 
and seems to be of a miscellaneous character. It 
was commenced by the purchase of a cabinet of 





Nickel * $2.00 @ tb. 


600 pieces, made in Europe, and continued by 
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selections from many private collections in New 
York, and from the stock of Mr. Edward Cogan 
and other gentlemen engaged in the business. A 
large proportion consists of the American silver 
and copper coinage, pattern picees, store cards, 
medals and medalets. Also Colonial pieces and 
foreign silver. Mr. Randall also possesses a fine 
Library, including many manuscripts of the Middle 
Ages, black-letter books and incunabule. 


It is gratifying to know that our science is thus 
extending through the West, and we should be 
pleased to hear of other collections in existence, 
if those taking an interest in the Journat will 
make them known to us. 








Gransactions of Societies, 


BULLETIN 
OF THE 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC & ARCHAZOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY. 





Nortice.— The American Numismatic and Archeological Society 
will be at all times pleased to communicate with any indi- 
viduals or Societies, on Numismatic or Archaeological topics, 
to answer questions, and give all information desired. 
Letters of inquiry addressed to “Cuas, De F. Burns, Cor. 
Sec’y, Mott Haven, Westchester Co.. N.Y,” will receive 
prompt attention. 


Regular Meeting, Nov’r 8, 1866. The President 
in the chair. 


The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and approved, the various committees 
reported favorable progress ; that of the Commit- 
tee on Publication showing the steady addition of 
subscribers to the JournaL or Numismatics, but 
setting forth the necessity for further exertion on 
the part of the members of the Society to increase 
the list to the sustaining point. 


The Corresponding Secretary read a number of 
letters received by him, one of which, a letter 
from Stevens Brothers, of London, offering to 
have the Lincoln medal duplicated by the new 
process of the Messrs. Wyon,—elicited a lengthy 
discussion, and it was finally resolved that the Sec- 
retary be instructed to inform the Messrs. Stevens 
that the medal in their possession may be used for 
the purpose, but that the number of copies must 
be limited to six only. 

The seals of the Territory of New Mexico 
were presented and added to the collection of 
State seals, A large paper copy, with printed 
prices, of the catalogue of his sale, was presented 
by Mr. Levick. 

Mr. Wm. C. Prime was proposed for member- 
ship, and after the reading of a paper contributed 





by Mr. J. H. Applegate, Cor. Mem. of San 
Francisco, the meeting adjourned. 


James Oviver, 
Ree. See. 


Regular Meeting, November 22, 1866. Dr. G. 


H. Perine, V. P., in the chair. 


After the reading and adoption of the minutes 
of the last meeting, reports from Committees were 
received and laid over. Several donations were 
recorded, among them a priced catalogue of a coin 
sale in Cincinnati, from Mr. Thomas Cleneay. 
and a fine bronze medal from Prof. Charles E. 
Anthon, of which the following is a description : 
Obverse : head of the goddess of liberty, and the 
words : “ Light, Liberty, Law”; Reverse : “The 
New York Free Academy was founded 1847, by 
act of the legislature and vote of the citizens, and 
its name was changed 1866, by act taking effect 
May 1, to College of the City of New York.” 

Mr. Wm. C. Prime was elected a resident 
member unanimously, and Mr. J. T. Bowne, 
Glen Cove, L. I., was elected a Corresponding 
Member. Mr. Charles H: Homer and Prof. 
Charles E. Anthon, of the College of New York, 
were proposed for membership, and the meeting 
adjourned, James Ouiver, 

Rec. See. 


*,.* Correction. In the report of the proceed- 
ings of the Society in the last number of the Jour- 
NAL, the date of the first report should be Octo- 
ber 11th, and in description of the marriage medal, 
for tressure of six inches, read six arches, and 
further on, for “ victory” read victories. J. O. 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


The monthly meeting was held on the after- 
noon of Thursday, November 1. After the usual 
introductory business, the Secretary called the at- 
tention of the members to an early description of 
the bronze medal of Washington, exhibited at the 
last meeting. From the list of “‘ Memorial Me- 
dals,” lately prepared by W. Elliot Woodward 
Esq., it appears that the “‘ Weekly Museum” of 
July 24, 1802, notices the purchase by a traveiler 
at Birmingham of the medal with the inscription 
«« Emancipator of America ;” probably it had just 
appeared. Dr. Fowle exhibited a small parcel of 
coins, among which was a scarce medal of Wash- 
ington. 

The Secretary showed something of the results 
of his travels in Europe. The most remarkable 
piece is a gold medal of size 36; on one side is 
the crowned bust of Louis XII, of France, ina 
robe ornamented with fleurs-de-lis, and wearing 
the order of St. Michael ;—on the reverse is the 
crowned bust of his Queen, Anne of Brittany, in 
a long veil and a dress covered with ermine spots, 
the arms of her Duchy. A collection of about 
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one hundred coins and medals, purchased by the 
Secretary at Munich, was much admired. Most 
of the pieces are European, of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, but there are a few Ameri- 
can rarities. Among the latter are the large “ Li- 
bertas Americana” in silver; the smaller medal, 
with the reverse “€ Communi Consensu,” the large 
inaugural medal of John Quincy Adams, in silver, 
and the pattern dollar of 1839; also two rare 
bronze medals of Franklin; one of these is Ma- 
onic, of French origin. The other has on the 
reverse a globe, an electric battery, a pile of books, 
and a broken chain and sceptre, with the inscrip- 
tion, ‘* Fulminis Tyranidisque Domitor.” 

Among the foreign are the beautiful medal on 
the marriage of Maximilian of Austria to Mary of 
Burgundy 1479, a large medal on the great victory 
of Lepanto 1571, another on the destraction of 
the Spanish Armada 1588, a crown of Frederic, 
Elector Palatine, as King of Bohemia, 1621, and 
several medals of Martin Luther. ‘The moderate 
cost of the whole collection was cause of surprise. 
The Secretary spoke of the ease with which fine 
coins could be found and bought in most parts of 
Europe; American pieces, in particular, seem to 
be very lightly valued on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

The meeting adjourned at about 5, P.M. 


ON BRACTEATES. 


Of all the different classes and series of media- 
eval coins, numerous as they are, the series of the 
bracteates is not the least curious and interesting. 
Although not distinguished for particular beauty, 
nor offering any material aid to the study of the 
past, yet this class, hitherto the most neglected 
perhaps of all the series of the middle ages, is not 
utterly devoid of interest, but richly rewards the 
student who undertakes its proper study. But 
this is no easy task; without the guidance of dates 
and perfect inscriptions or even initials, the stu- 
dent has to grope his way through a chaos of 
mingled types, for devices of the Roman and By- 
zantine periods appear mixed with those of the 
Scandinavian and Slavonic, without any attempt 
at uniformity, and it is often by the most minute 
details, such as a pecuuliar rim or secondary de- 
vice, that a new Variety is properly classified. 
The bracteates are supposed to have originated in 


the Scandinavian countries, for we have Danish 


bracteates and gold and silver amulets in bracteate 
style as far back as King Gorm the Old, a con- 
temporary of Charlemagne, and the hollow coin- 


‘age was, two centuries later, very popular in the 


Slavonic countries. But not until the 11th cen- 
tury had they many imitators in Germany, and no 
genuine bracteate dates back farther than the reigns 
of the four Ottos (936-996). The names of 
bracteates (from 4ractea,a thin bit of metal), pan- 
coins or hollow coins, are given to those pieces 
of thin silver impressed with a die on which the 


| device is cut in relief, so that the lines and figures 

deepened in one side, appear raised or bent out 
| on the other, the obverse of the coin presenting 
| in this way the same features as the surface of the 
‘die. Generally the dies were only wooden and 
, the metal had necessarily tobe hammered out very 
| thin, in order to obtain a clear impress. We have 
| bracteates not thicker than a stout sheet of paper, 
| which will float on the water, and are easily blown 
| about by even the slightest breath ; these are gener- 
| ally the oldest and purest, later ones getting gradu- 
ally baser and baser, and, being struck with iron 
dies, needed not to be as thin as the earlier ones. 
Apparently very strong reasons must have existed 
for the adoption of a coinage in every respect so ill 
adapted for the purposes of a widely circulating 
medium of exchange; so easily broken to pieces, 
bent, or flattened down and worn off, that in the 
ordinary way of circulation no specimen would 
have lasted a month, and it required to be enclosed 
in certain quantities in tubes of lead or tin, and 
circulated in this way. Of the many vague theo- 
ries set afloat to answer this question, perhaps the 
one most deserving credit is that the bracteates 
were coined to prevent forgeries. The practice 
of coating a piece of copper or lead or other base 
metal with some silver or gold, and then striking 
off these spurious pieces, that only coins that were 
filed in on the edges were readily accepted in 
change. But after a while, that method proved 
rather of advantage to the forgers; for now they 
pushed the coat of good metal to the edges of the 
coins, filed them in deeply on one spot, and found 
a readier market for the supposed genuine pieces. 
In making the genuine coin now so thin that it 
would be an impossibility to introduce a sheet of 
base metal hetween the two sides, the risk of for- 
ging would be considerably lessened and reduced 
to a minimum. ‘This seems to have been the. 
chief reason; possibly, too, the heavy expense 
for two dies lead to the adoption of this one-sided 
coinage. 

The 11th century,is generally fixed as the date 
of the introduction of the bracteate coinage in 
Germany, and the middle of the 12th century as 
the age of its finest types and greatest beauty. At 
first the bracteates were struck in very pure metal, 
often without any alloy whatever, but when the 
right of coinage fell into the hands of bishops, 
abbots, knights and city magistrates, who only 
sought to profit by it, even if it were at the expense 
of the public, the metal was gradually debased, 
although this depravity never spread to such an 
extent as is visible in the series of the English 
kings and other monarchs. Occasionally bracte- 
ates were struck in gold ; thus one of the city of 
Bern, with a bear to left, above a smail eagle, as a 
sort of mint-mark. Those in copper or other 
base metal served perhaps the same purpose as the 
jettons and tokens of our time, 

_ They vary in size between 5-13 (Mionnet’s 
scale), and never exceed in breadth the broadest 
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crown. The broadest are generally imperial or 
ducal bracteates, and the oldest; while the smaller 
and baser ones are mostly coined in cities, and 
reach down to the end of the 15th century ; the 
city of Brunswick even coining some as late as 
1635, 1637 and 1638. 

The bracteates may be classed as imperial, du- 
cal (including those of counts and sovereign 
knights), ecclesiastical and civic. Imperial and 
regal bracteates we have down from Frederic I. to 
Ludwig IV., illustrating a space of nearly two 
hundred years, and forming in themselves a splen- 
did set of coins. Some are very beautiful speci- 
mens of medieval art and taste, with highlv ela- 
borate and finished designs, while others, with 
rude und clumsy devices, bear striking witness of 
the changing warlike times. The emperors ap- 
pear standing or seated on half-circles, city gates, 
on ornamented thrones or chairs, between towers 
or above cities. Their emblems are single or 
double orbs of empire, sceptres, the crown with 
three balls, sometimes a book or a flower. If on 
horseback they carry shield and flag. Sometimes 
their busts appear also in medallion, or set up over 
a gate, on each side a tower; but whatever the 
device may be, the characteristic crown is never 
wanting, and no bracteate on which a head appears 
without a crown can be classed as imperial. The 
imperial bracteates are generally broad and ex- 
tremely thin and pure, and the rarest of the series. 

(To be continued.) 


NUMISMATICS IN CALIFORNIA. 


By J. Harry Arrrecate, Esq., San Francisco, Cor. Sec. 
Amer. Numismatic and Archeological Society. 


California, situated as she is far distant from 
her Atlantic sisters, and in a great measure isolated 
from them, while possessing those metals in such 
great quantities which are the basis of the wealth 
of our cabinets, would seem to the casual observer 
to be the source from which the science of Numis- 
matology would emanate. 


And such would not be a hasty conclusion, it 
being reasonable to infer that a State which holds 
such mighty elements to wield and govern a world, 
should be the first and foremost in those paths of 
science and of art. 

But allowing such to be the case, we must of 
stern necessity exempt the subject of Numismatics ; 
for while possessing some zealous devotees, the 
number is exceedingly limited. And so much so, 
that upon attempting to form an auxiliary associ- 
ation, there could not be found twe/ye persons 
in the whole city of San Francisco to incorpo- 
rate it. 

It is nevertheless true that there are many who 
have collections of pieces, in greater or less quan- 
tity, stowed away in dark corners, doing no good, 
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who could not and would not be considered in the 
light of collectors; and it is to be regretted that 
they cannot be prevailed upon to relinquish these 
invaluable treasures to those who would better 
appreciate and use them. 

A few words might, with propriety, be said of 
San Francisco as a depot for miscellaneous foreign 
silver coins. A few years ago, no better place on 
the face of the globe, not excepting your own 
city, could be found for the collection of these 
pieces ; and but for the Act of Congress requiring 
the recalling of al] foreign silver coins for melting 
and re-coining, it would be so still. As it is, it is 
only with the greatest care and strictest attention 
that collectors are enabled to make additions. 


To return. The discovery of gold in 1847, 
the news of which spread with lightning rapidity 
throughout the known world, brought with it a 
class of adventurers determined to better their con- 
dition. All classes and nations flocked to this 
coast, and ere much time had elapsed our market 
was flooded with the current coin of the realm. 
It was, and is, no uncommon sight to meet, as you 
pass along our streets, a representative from every 
nation in the world; from the Japanese, who has 
at last been permitted to seek other fields of know- 
ledge than his own country, to the scowling Turk, 
whose look reminds one of his fierceness as exhib- 
ited in the Oriental tales. 


The highest aim of our collectors, if I may 
judge, is mot the acquisition of a number of pieces, 
merely for the sake of numbers, but to extend this 
truly interesting science, by striving to increase 
the perpetuation of these pledges of history, and 
thus unite with golden hands History and Numis- 
matology. 

Such, in brief, is a simple and general outline 
of our resources numismatical!y, and though in its 
earliest stages, it isto be hoped that Numismatics 
may yet rank among the leading sciences of the 
State. 


CURIOSITIES FROM SWITZERLAND.— 
THE PILE VILLAGES. 


At the meeting of the Connecticut Historical 
Society, held on ‘Tuesday evening, were exhibited 
some articles found in the bottom of one of the 
Swiss lakes, relics of an ancient people who dwelt 
on piles out in the water. These things were 

rocured at Zurich, by the late Miss Mary C, 
Booth, and have recently been presented to Trin- 
ity College. 

In Le on 1854, the water of Lake Zurich fell 
lower than had ever before been known, the sea- 
son having been of unusual dryness, and the op- 
portunity was made use of by the inhabitants of 
Obermellen to make repairs on its banks. Under 
a depth of a foot and a half of mud was a layer of 
blackish mould, in which were found implements 
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| 
of stone, bone, horn, bronze and iron, debris of | 


pottery, &c. ; the remains of piles were also found 
in regular rows, from one to two feet apart. Close 
examinations by Dr. Keller, President of the Swiss 


thus occupied, probably for centuries, the structure 
had been destroyed by fire. The huts, it would 
seem, were for the most part circular in shape, 
measuring from ten to fifteen feet in diameter ; 


received from the wattles when wet, have been 
recovered from the beds of the lake. 

Further investigations have shown that most of 
the lakes of Europe have been thus inhabited. Up 
to 1854, two hundred such pile villages have been 
found in Switzerland alone, and some of them of 
great size, containing not less than 100,000 piles. 
Their age is variously estimated at from three to 
seven thousand years, and some venture to assign 
even a still higher antiquity. Whoever the dwell- 
ers on the pfab/bauten were, the remains show 
that they grew wheat and barley; that they ate 
the flesh of the ox, the goat, the sheep and the 
pig; that among the beasts of the chase which 
they hunted down was the now extinct species of 
the aurochs ; that they had horses, dogs and cats ; 
that they had apples, pears, wild plums and wood 
raspberries ; that they baked pottery; that their 
women plied the distaff and knitted; that they 
made hempen mats and wove linen cloth. 

Among the articles exhibited to the Society 
were apples, wheat, barley, flax, hazelnuts, the 
seeds of the wild plum, strawberry, raspberry, 
elderberry and straw—all carbonized by the action 
of fire, to which fact they owe their preservation ; 
and a very curious “‘ water nut” put up in a her- 
metically-sealed glass tube. We have heard of no 
other similar specimens in this country.—Hart- 
ford Post, Nov. 8tb. 


—f— 


A GRECIAN EGYPTIAN COIN BEFORE 
CHRIST’S TIME. 


The Hartford Times of Saturday, Dec. 1st, con- 
tains the following : 

Of the many old coins which our notices of 
coin-coilections have brought out, we believe the 
most ancient is one in the posession of Mr. Wit- 
t1aM Rei, of East Hartford. It was kicked out 
of the dirt by Mr. Reto in the hospital yard at 
Jacksonville, Fla., at the time he was there as a 
private in the Connecticut Seventh Regiment—he 
supposing it to be a soldier’s button. It proved 
to be an ancient Grecian-Egyptian coin, made of 
a mixture of brass, platinum and (possibly) copper 
and gold, during the reign of the Protemys. The 
obverse is a clearly cut and unmistakably Grecian 
head, doubtless of the King; and on the reverse 
exhibits an eag/e, rampant—very like the old 








Roman eagles, of twenty centuries ago. On either 
side of the eagie is an inscription in Greek, Pto/e- 
maion Basileos—* of King Ptolemy.” There were 


_ three Kings of this name who reigned in Egypt 


Antiquarian Society, satisfied him that these piles 
had supported a platform; and that after being | born 367 B. C.; Ptolemy II., surnamed Pxitapet- 


_pxus, born 309 B. C.; and Proxemy IIL, sur- 


during the Greeco-Egyptian dynasty ; Proemy I., 


named Enerceres, who died 222 B. C. It is 
pretty certain that this coin was made during the 


: i , reign of one of these Kings; and there are some 
they were of wattles, plastered with clay, masses | 
of which, hardened by fire, still bearing the marks | 


circumstances to indicate the first Protemy’s reign 
as its date. How it came in Florida—whether 
brought there by Ponce pe Leon, FERNANDO DE 
Soro, or some of the early Florentine and Spanish 
adventurers, who more than three centuries ago 
made Florida the field of their enterprising resear- 


| ches, or perchance by their later English followers 
| who long ago came over seas to find the mysterious 


Fountain of Youth which De Leon discovered in 
the depths of the Florida wilderness, can now only 
be conjectured. But a coin of ancient Greece, 
that circulated as a coin, centuries before the Star 
in the East guided the Magi to the manger in 
Bethlehem, is certainly an object of some interest 
even to those who are not interested in numismatic 
collections. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 





The following correspondence explains itself : 


The medal in question is diamond-shaped, and 


.bears the following inscription, obverse : 


TUR 
CK. BLEG 
ERT. WIENN 
DEN. XXIII. TAG 
SEPTEMBER 
ANNO.D 


1529 


Reverse: Arms of Vienna. 
We are happy, through a valued correspondent, 
to be able to give the information desired. Ep. 


Sprincrittp, Ittinois, Nov. 23, 1866. 


Dear Sir.—I have a medal (silver) which as I understand 
was issued in commemoration of the defeat of Solyman the 
magnificent when he besieged Vienna in 1529. I would 
like to ascertain if any others of that kind are known to 
exist or what record you may remember of the same, I have 
tried to obtain some information on the subject but in vain. 
If it is not too much of a tax on your time &c. I wish you 
would drop me a line if you can throw any light on the matter. 

Yours most Respectfully 


G. J. W. 
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Brooxtyn, Nov. 29, 1866. | « COPPERHEADS.” 
Dear Sir.—Concerning the square medal struck in com- 
memoration of the first siege of the city of Vienna, of which | A Descriptive Catalogue of the Copper and Base Metallic Cur- 
you gave me a rubbing, ic gives me great pleasure to be able | 
to give you a description of all the varieties struck on this oc- 
casion, which may be perhaps of some use to you. 


rency issued in the several States of the United States, commen- 
cing in 1862 and ending in 1864. 


1. Obv. Crowned bust of Ferdinand I. between four 
branches and date 15—-29, beneath Turk Ble 
gert Wi 
en 
Rev, In thé angles of a cross the escutcheons of Austria, 
Castile, Hungary and Bohemia, small gold square “ Klippe,” 
but extremely rare. 
2. Obv. Between four leaves Turk 
Blegert 
Wien 
1529. 
Rev. Armorial bearings of Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, 
and Castile, in the angles of a cross. 


Inscription. 
Obverse. 
Reverse. 
Silver. 
Copper. 
Composition, color bet, Copper and Brass. 
Brass. 

German Silver. 
White Metal. 
Nickel. 

Tin. 

Lead. 

Milled Edge. 


ie ABBREVIATIONS USED. 
| 
| 
| 


ane 


ZrHzgoer 
t eo 


rs 


3- Same as last, but struck from a different die, the lines 
more distant from each other and the letters in a straighter | 179 
™~ Dulicintn thts teen “ Hacks Ob. “A, Gavron. 213 Bowery & 102 Pitt 

Belegr St. N. Y. Sausages. 
Wien Rev. Bust of Washington. ‘ The Washing- 
1529. ton Token 1863.” C.B.G.-S.N.T. Size 13. 
Rev. In the angles of a cross the armorial bearings of | Ob; Gauvm iat te. 179. 
Austria, Castile, Hungary and Bohemia. 
This is the rarest of the silver medals. Rev. Bust of Gen. McClellan. “ General G. 
5. Obv, Inasquare border T | B. Mc.Clellan.” C.B.G.-S.N.T. Size 13. 
urck 181 
Blegert | Ob. Same as obverse No. 179. 
Wien | Rev. Good for 1 Cent,” two stars. C.B. 
1529. T. Size 13. 

Rev. In a like ornament the Austrian coat of arms 
covered with the archducal crown. Ob. Same as obverse No. 179. : 

6. Obv. Ina square rim beneath a shamrock leaf Rev. Same as reverse No. 181, but with four 

Tur , arrow heads added. C.B.G.-S.N.T. Size 13. 
ck . Bleg 183 
ert Wien ' Ob. Same as obverse No, 179. 
Den XXIII. Tag | Rev. “I, O, U. 1 Cent, Pure Copper,” two 


September 'small heads. C. Size 13. 
Anno Do. 


[NEW YORK CONTINUED. ] 


| 182 
>| 

' 

i 

| 


184 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 179. 


| Rev. Liberty head, “For Public Accommo- 


Rev. The crowned shield of Hungary and Bohemia, | dation 1863.” $.C.B.G:-S.N.T. Size 13. 
quartered on this another with the arms of Spain, Arragon | 


: , ; 185 
quartered, in the middle shield those of Tyrol and Hapsburg. 
To right in a separate scutcheon the Austrian, to left the Bur- | Ob. Same as obverse No. 179: ee 
gundic bearings. Beneath a leaf. | Rev. Eagle on globe. “Union for Ever. 
‘ | - } 
Of this piece seem to have existed various dies, as the rub- C.B.G.-S.N.T. Size 13. 


| 
P - | 186 
bing you gave me, does not conform entirely to the descrip- | : 
tion. a , P| Ob. Same as obverse No. 179. 


These are small square medals in not very fine metal. | Rev. Man with bundle. “Go it Buttons. 
Of the second siege in 1683, to which the small piece I | Money Makes the Mare go. 1863.” S.C.B.G.-S. 
described to you belongs, a large number of beautiful similar | N-T. Size 13. pre 
dal issued. Should ish is, I Iso 
a SO ee | Ob. «“Gentsch 1863.” Indian head and four 
H, F, | stars. 


1529 | 
A leaf | 


nn 
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Rev. “Cafe Restaurant Du Commerce No. 
429 Broadway N Y.” C.C.a. 
188 
Ob. “H. B. Gerdts Broker & Coin Dealer 
240 Greenwich St. N. Y.” 


Rev. S.C.B.N.T. 


Same as reverse No. 179. 
189 
Same as obverse No. 188. 


Same as reverse No. 186. 


Ob. 


Rev. C.B. 

190 
«“G. Graham, Cor. Henry & Montgom- 
Cor. Bleecker & Tenth St. Liquors.” 


**Not One Cent’ 
S.C.B.G.-S.N.T.L. 


Ob. 
ery St 
Rev. 


wreath. 


enclosed within a 
Size 13. 


191 

Ob. “J, A. C, Grube Segars and Tobacco 7 
Bowery 7 New York.” 

Rev. 


a wreath. 


Ob. Same as obverse No. 191. 


Rev. Similar to reverse No. 191, but with 
“L. Roloff” added. C. 
193 
Same as obverse No. 191. 
‘« Erinnerung an 1863.” 
194 
Ob. “John P. Gruber New York.” 
of scales. 
Rev. ‘ Apoth. Weight One Dram 1863.” 
Eagle in two olive branches. $.C.B.G.-S.N.T. 
Size 13. 


“Not One Cent” enclosed within a 
C. 
192 


Ob. 
Rev. Cc, 


A pair 


195 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 194. 
Rev. A_ building, with sign ‘ Warmkessel 
Established A. D. 1850. Horter.” C.B,G.-S.T. 
Size 13. 


196 
Ob. “John P. Gruber 178 Chatham Sq.” An 


apothecaries scale. 


Rev. “Gold weight Troy z Pennyweight. 
New York.” A small Eagle. C.B.G.-S. 
197 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 196. 
Rev. ‘Gold weight 2 Dwt, New York.” A 
small Eagle. B.G.-S.N. 


198 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 196. 
Rev. Indian head, same as reverse No. 173. 
C.B.G.-S.T. 


199 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 196. 


Rev. Same as reverse No. 174. S.C.B.G-S. 
N.T. 


200 
Ob. Same as obverse No. 196. 
Rev. 


Two stars. 


C.N. 


201 
Ob. “William Hastings 1863.” An Indian 
Head. 


Shield with anchor, « New York 1863.” | 


Rev. ‘Imported Liquors” within a wreath 
Pewter & Tin. 


202 
Ob. “ Havens,. Hatter 202 Bradway, N. Y, 
One price and no deviation. Copy-right secured.” 
Rev. ‘A hat bought for 1o cents less than the 
regular price marked by presenting this one check. 
T. size 15, 
203 
Ob. “A.J. Henning Die Sinker & Engraver.” 


| Two stars. 


Rev. ‘87 Fulton st., N. Y.,” within a wreath. 
S.C.B.T. Size 16. 


204 

Ob. “Chr. F. Hetzel Roofer, New York.” 

Rrv. A Screw Press. “1863 B.& K." C. 
Size 13. 

205. 

Ob. ‘ Hussey’s Special Message Post 50 Wil- 
liam st., New York.” 

Rev. Horse and rider. “Time is Mony 1863 
Exigency.” C. C.a. 


206 ~=(- 
Ob. ‘“ Hussey’s Special Message Post 50 Wm. 
st., N. Y.” A Locomotive. 


Rev. Horse and rider. “Time is Money 1863.” 
«« Expediency.” C.a, 
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